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Sermon Discussion Guide for Groups 
 

The Parable of the King’s Wedding 
Preached by Daniel Grothe 

May 26, 2026 
 

Summary 
Have someone in your group read the following summary aloud. 

Pastor Daniel preached on Jesus's parable of the wedding banquet from 

Matthew 22:1-14, using the story of a king who invited guests to his son's 

wedding. The parable reveals three key movements: Insiders who reject 

God's invitation due to busyness or rebellion; outsiders who are welcomed 

despite their past; and the requirement that everyone be transformed. The 

king represents God the Father, the son represents Jesus, and the wedding 

feast represents the kingdom of heaven. Despite providing everything needed, 

including proper wedding attire (representing righteousness), some guests still 

refuse to come or be changed. Pastor Daniel emphasized that God's invitation 

is open to all, but transformation is required. We must put off our old self and 

put on the new self that God provides through Christ's sacrifice. 
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Key Passages 

• Matthew 22:1-14 

• Ephesians 4:22-24 

 

Opening Prayer 
Open your session in prayer, using the words below or your own 

Heavenly Father, we gather today as Your people, invited to Your royal banquet. 

We thank You for the incredible invitation You extend to each of us through Your 

Son Jesus. As we come together to study Your Word, we ask that You open our 

hearts and minds to what You want to teach us today. Help us to set aside the 

distractions and busyness of our week and focus on You. Holy Spirit, speak to us 

through this time together and show us how to live as people who have accepted 

Your invitation to the wedding feast. We pray this in Jesus' name, Amen. 

 

Getting Going 

Allow time for each member to answer the following questions 
before moving on.  

What's the most memorable wedding you've ever attended, and what made it so 

special? 
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Discussion Questions 

Answer as many of these questions as time and interest allow. 

1. Why do you think the originally invited guests in the parable refused to 

come to the wedding banquet? What might this represent in our own lives? 

2. Pastor Daniel mentioned that we can become 'cultural Christians while 

ignoring the King entirely.' What do you think this means, and how can we 

guard against this? 

3. The parable shows the king providing wedding clothes for all guests. How 

does this relate to the righteousness that God provides for us through 

Christ? 

4. What does it mean that 'many are invited, but few are chosen'? How do 

you understand this statement in light of God's grace? 

5. Pastor Daniel said, 'many want the table, but few want the transformation.' 

What kind of transformation is required when we accept God's invitation? 

6. How does this parable challenge both 'insiders' (those familiar with faith) 

and 'outsiders' (those new to faith or feeling distant from God)? 

7. What are some 'lesser loves' or distractions that might keep us from fully 

responding to God's invitation in our daily lives? 

8. How can we practically 'put off the old self and put on the new self' as 

described in Ephesians 4:22-24? 
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Making It Personal 
Take the opportunity noted below to apply this week’s sermon to 
your everyday life. 

This week, take time each morning to remember that the King has invited you to 

His banquet. Identify one area of your life where you've been too busy with 'good 

things' but missing the 'best thing' - time with God. Make a specific plan to 

prioritize your relationship with Him over lesser distractions, and ask God to help 

you 'change clothes' - to put off old patterns and put on the new life He offers. 

 

Key Takeaways 
Commit to memory one point from the message before 

dismissing. 

• God's invitation to His kingdom is open to everyone - both insiders and 

outsiders are welcome at the wedding feast. 

• We must be careful not to become too busy with good things that we miss 

the most important thing - responding to God's invitation. 

• Transformation is required - we cannot come to God's banquet unchanged, 

but He provides everything we need for that transformation. 

• Many want the benefits of God's kingdom without the surrender and 

change that comes with following Jesus. 

• God's grace always precedes transformation, but there must be a genuine 

change of heart and life 
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Closing Prayer 

Have someone from your group close your time in prayer, using 
the words below or your own. 
Lord Jesus, thank You for the incredible invitation You extend to each of us to 

be part of Your wedding feast. Help us not to be too busy with the cares of this 

world that we miss Your call on our lives. For those of us who have been around 

faith for a long time, keep us from taking Your invitation for granted. For those 

who feel like outsiders, help them know they are truly welcome at Your table. 

Transform us all by Your grace - help us put off our old ways and put on the new 

life You offer. May we live this week as people who have accepted Your royal 

invitation and been clothed in Your righteousness. In Your precious name we 

pray, Amen. 


